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CREATIVITY

Beader Deborah Smith is helping women unlock their
creative talent, one colourful step at a time

WORDS OEEORAH TELFORD P'IO-OGRAPIS TONY NYBERG

NoT MANY woMEN cAN sAY they pay their  b i l ls
w.rh oe"o- 8-r  Deborrh 5m.rh does Whal9rarred as a
casualhobby when he! chi ldren were smal lhas become
her main source ol income

walking into Beads Clorious Beads in Kingsland
Auckland. where Deborah works part.time and teaches
beading is 1ik€ en tering Aladdin t cave. Poring overpiles
of beautiful beads made ofeverythjng from crystals
and pearls to porcelain and shells has become a form
of therapy and a pemanent passon for the Auckland

'rucked away in Kingsland Teracebeh'nd ihe
.bu b.h.pma.,  .hopping inp h.b"ad.n8\hopn

a relaxinghaven for all sorts ofwomen who come not
just to buy beads but also to snatch some precious time
out to explore their creative sides

' Beading is like a form of meditation says Deborah,
48 It s about focusing on the here and now onebead
a! a rime Youjust sit there andbe.ome absorbed It s
also lile being a child livine in a lolly shop. she jokes.

admitling she was so laken by the shape and shade of
some ruby Swarovski crystals recently lhat she "just

wanted !o eat lhem

The briolette crystals inspired Deborah to enter the
class from the Past section oflastyeais Auckland Eeads
Awards which she won with a piece inspired by the

Looking at the elaborate winningpiece, which is made
with thousands of Swarovski crystal.based peads, it
would be easy to be intimidated into thinkingbeading
requkes senous skill There s no doubt that Deborah is an
expert  She has lear_ed rary ofher b"ad ng t-  hnique
fiomjeweller cathenne clifford, who nrst asked her
do some piecework ll years a8o. But Deborah andro
Brerer. who owns Beads clorious Beads. ray rheb,sic
' "  hn.q-F, ot  b"ad.ns - .nclrd.ne 

' .bbon 
wo'k cLain

mail, wtre worl< and bead weaving- are snaightforward
"some ofthe stitches are like knitting.'says Deborah.

who grew up with a pait ofneedles in her hands.

"n 'ourdgeobyd,reat.vemother,hotaLgl ' Ihe'out
daughteG all sorts of crafts Mum was one of those
motheE whobottled and knitted and sewed. We were
brought up to always be doing something "

Deborah reminisces about the catholic sisters fan
cupboard . It was jam pa.kedwith wool matenalscraps
and otherbits andbobs that were saved to make t
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CREATIVIry

Th. ihop E an Aladdint Cave of be.d3 for sale .nd piecei
that Deborah and Jo (below) rcp.n and .loan.

Oakland Cal i iornia Debo.ah r€turned to New Zeal3nd

in 1990 and dar ied in 1993 sh. met Jo Breiei  rvhen

rh. rtr'o women sar beside each other at the l,4t Alben

YMCA. whi le ihey lv.r .hed rheir  daughteE havirg

'I watched Deb.rJh lurninlt up wcet after week wilh

a bast. t  ofwire a.d belds sayslo shehad one.hi ld
on .ach $de ol  l re,  , .d would be readrng them a boak

and rvortr .gon her beadi . ! t i l  the sametrmc
Th. two soon srni .k 

'Lr)  
,  f r jendship and when lo

decjded to fu l f r l  hcr dreim. ofer i ' re Beads clono!s
Ireads in 2001 D.borah rvrs an obvious chor.c to
heh h.r  run thc shol
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. r i l r  j lenl i  r . . ts11,,1 r l , r  in.DiL5.hool  lan No'hing

r is . rer  thr .w. rwrv A.d wci i  .cvcr dream 01 sLl l t r+l

rn l ront  .1 rhts 1.Levi5i !d r i thout havjne a hand( rrJ l  1o

go.n wrth L t r r i  r l t ray:r  kee. lo t )1 lh jngs hke wervinl l

D.spi te her . ' . r1 i le s ide i .d h:v ' .g a fancl  ro he a

bund.r '  o. i rorah appl ie. l  in ' .1,e)ngaDdforteacheF

'  :o !u.-n '  loI l " r""  " t  '

aor Lroih but chose tenrhtrr8 'r|e highlighl tts be'nt

i i  rh.  a ' t  roorn Al ter  seve' !L years oi  t .achrng and

workmg rn day.ai  F (enlres ,n Alckland. Londo. and

72,u, , ,

r (  hr ih :  iys worn.n rn lh.Li  40r who.onr.  1o
lr . r rLr i ! , , I r i fpr  rerL, , f . r iy , r i r l  winl  1.  J.wir .

lh.r 'v .  . l r .n (Lonc r lL .1 rhe lhLngr i  lh.y tho!ghI
rh.y, ih. , , l l  lL 'v. ,1o. .  lLtr .  I ' rvns I  Jrni i ly .  i  . i r . . l
. r  b.rh hrr  rLL rh!1 l rme rh.v vc b. . .  h!rbo!r)ne th.
Ll . , , i rc r .  do soucrhjng o. I rv. lor  rhe'ni . lvcs rnd
l l  rd i .g r lLows rhcD ro do thar '

' ' ' I  nor. , r  ,  , . , , , t  d J 
'npir .F

'  v.8. ,  Ia.u '

orhers wrLL ger nrr ighr inro i t .  says j )eborrh Some

women rrk,onl iJ.n. .  wh..  rh.y l r rsr .o 'ne Ln we

.nloy l reLtLns the'n ro brcrk thro!gh lhose balr ieB 3nd

rt ! srerr :ieenrg p.otl. s sclf .:ir.ern develdp when thcy

5tart  r .  !n l ! .k rheir  ta l .nt
one ol  be.didg t  b i tg.s l  rdvanlagel  Ls th. t  n yo!

don r  l ike whr l  yol  have mad. you.a.  take 
' r  

.parr

a.d star l  again , r i lhour worryrng abor l  wastrng b.ney

As $'c1l  as teachurg ! .d. .e3r inghcr own pieces foi

sal .  D. i ror ih i l ! , ,e nr ines f ix.s and cleans tewel lery
f . r  orhcE I f  J a. .  Lu(ky I  l lger som.lovely ant iquc
p" o,o^or 8 o o 'o".  ,  o 'o l  l '

And k€eping her hands busy with beadin8has also

br inSing up hcr chr ldren Nel l . l5.Ri ley 13 andJoe,12
Ive neverhad to learn how to s.oie at  cr i . Iet  O

V s t  !u!  be.dsglorxusl l lds.onl
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